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HACKENSACK — More African-
American and Hispanic students are
taking Advanced Placement courses at
the city's high school — closely match-
ing the diversity of the school popula-
tion for the first time,

And school officials hope to entice
more students into the program by
agreeing to pick up the $83 cost for
each AP exam taken in May.
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In Hackensack, enrollment reflects racial diversity

ing the college-level courses this year,
36 percent are white, 26 percent are
black and 38 percent are Hispanic, ac-
cording to figures released at the Col-
lege Board’s Middle State Region con-
ference in Baltimore last week.

Those numbers have improved dra-
matically since the 2002-03 school year
— when 75 percent of the students tak-
ing the advanced classes were white,

while just 5 percent were black and 20
percent were Hispanic,

“The bottom line is that there has
been a population growth in the Ad-
vanced Placement classes,” said Princi-
pal Mark Porto, who attended the con-
ference and was a speaker. “We are se-
rious about our reforms to get kids to
take college-level courses.”

The high school, which serves

teenagers from Hackensack, South
Hackensack, Rochelle Park and May-
wood, has 1,855 students who are 31
percent white, 32 percent black and 37
percent Hispanic.

The school has been classified as be-
ing in “need of improvement” lor not
reaching benchmarks under the feder-
al No Child Left Behind Act.
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In the past few years, high
school officials have eliminated
tracking, which placed higher-
achieving students in college-
level courses while putting oth-
ers in easier math and science
classes.

Now, the district allows pupils
who are not in the top 3 percent
of their class, but who have good
attendance and grades, to take
AP classes as long as they show
a desire to work hard in the
course, officials said.

Officials are also crediting
their six-week summer institute,
which prepares students for

more rigorous courses in Sep-
tember, as another reason for
the shift.

Last summer, students look-
ing to get ahead and earn addi-
tional high school credit took
classes in geometry, algebra, pre-
calculus and biology.

“We want to promote equity
in the Advanced Placement
courses, but a critical compo-
nent is providing them support,”
said Assistant Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction
Michael Wojcik, “Our support
mechanisms are found in our tu-
toring programs.”

Superintendent Joseph Mon-
fesano said underwriting the
cost of the AP exams is worth it
if it entices more students to take
the courses and exams. The dis-
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trict, which could spend approx-
imately $50,000, will use about
$28,000 in federal grants to pay
for the exams, with the remain-
der coming from other mone

set aside to improve the hig

school’s standardized test scores.

This month, the College
Board, which runs the AP pro-
grams, released a study that
showed that the number of New
Jersey students taking AP cours-
es rose to 23.5 percent in 2006,
from 17.9 percent in 2000.

The report also indicated that
African-Americans and Hispan-
ics represented 14.8 percent and
14.1 percent, respectively, of the
Garden State’s student popula-
tion. However, blacks and His-
panics represented just 5.5 per-
cent and 9.3 percent of the Ad-

vanced Placement examinees,

The study also showed that
even though more minorities are
enrolling in the AP courses na-
tionwide, poor exam results in-
dicate that teachers and students
often are not receiving adequate
preparation. '

As a result, traditionally un-
derrepresented students, includ-
ing Hispanics and African-
Americans, have demonstrated
lower scores on the exam.

In Hackensack, the scores on |
the AP exams have declined
since the 2003-04 school year,
officials said. Back then, 99 per-
cent of fests taken received a
grade of 2 or better. Last year it
was at 82 percent.
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